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Dr. Kirshner is currently a resident of Amsterdam, the Netherlands, where he continues to practice 
distance teaching and psychotherapy/psychoanalysis online. He holds an appointment as a training and 
supervising analyst at the Boston Psychoanalytic Institute, where he trained. He has taught at the 
Massachusetts Institute for Psychoanalysis as well. As a former Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at 
Harvard Medical School, he is currently a corresponding member of the faculty. He also served as 
Affiliate Professor, Department of Clinical Psychology, Université Lumière Lyon, France. Since 2007 he 
has been active on the faculty of the China America Psychotherapy Association (CAPA). His academic 
research concerns psychoanalytic psychotherapy, French psychoanalysis, and philosophy and 
psychoanalysis. Intersubjectivity in Psychoanalysis (2017) is his most recent published book, and he has 
authored over 30 articles in psychoanalytic journals. His most recently published articles appearing in 
the Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association are Raids on the Unsayable (2015); The 
Translational Metaphor in Psychoanalysis (2015); Interpreting: For whom, and why?: The Perils of 
Metapsychology (2019); and Commentary on Civitarese (2021).

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Overview:

The concept of intersubjectivity deals with complex processes in the relationship between a person or 
subject and the dyad or group of which the person or subject is a part. Clinical theories of intersubjectivity 
contest ways of understanding human behavior as the product of an internal mental apparatus or the 
manifestation of an isolated self, and emphasize instead the embeddedness of the self in relationships, 
family structures, and cultural patterns. 

In place of an objectified medical model, intersubjectivity substitutes the paradigm of subject-to-subject 
relations and defines the clinical interaction as a field to which both parties contribute. Unlike traditional 
models of practice, intersubjective practice replaces the analyst’s role as an expert investigator who 
formulates explanations and seeks causes with an interactive understanding of psychic processes. The 
transference, for example, represents a new product of the analyst and patient’s working together, not 
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primarily the revival of a childhood neurosis or set of unconscious fantasies. It is a dual creation specific 
to the particular history of the analytic couple. Putting this relationship into words and exploring its 
meanings and affective expression constitutes the work of clinical analysis.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Presentation:

This presentation reviews a range of sources that cover the historical background of intersubjectivity in 
phenomenology and infant research and will review its various applications to clinical practice. The basic 
principles of an intersubjective approach in conducting a psychoanalysis are considered such as: 
assumptions about the unconscious, the nature of the subject, the co-creation of meaning, the importance 
of affects, countertransference, and the aims and desires of the analyst. How these concepts are 
understood influences how the analyst practices, although various approaches may have a place in every 
clinical encounter. Differences will be reviewed, the focus will be on an integrative model, and clinical 
examples and techniques will be considered to illustrate how an intersubjectively oriented therapy might 
be carried out.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

• Participants will be able to identify two sources of intersubjectivity in phenomenology and infant 
research and their application to clinical practice.

• Participants will be able to define and employ three basic principles of an intersubjective approach in 
conducting a psychoanalysis.

• Participants will consider two specific clinical techniques of intersubjectivity.

Target audience: Suitable for psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers, licensed professional 
counselors, marriage and family therapists.

Level of sophistication: Intermediate

ADA accommodations available upon request (Required at least 14 days prior to conference)

___________________________________________________________________________________

4 Continuing Education Credits for:

For Licensed Professional Counselors: NJI has been approved by NBCC as an approved continuing 
education provider, ACEP No. 5822. Programs that do not qualify for NBCC credits are clearly identified. 
NJI is solely responsible for all aspects of the program.

For Psychologists: This program is co-sponsored by Academy of Clinical and Applied Psychoanalysis 
(ACAP) and The New Jersey Institute for Training in Psychoanalysis (NJI). ACAP is approved by the 
American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists. ACAP maintains 
responsibility from this program and its contents.  www.acapnj.org

For NJ Social Workers: This program is co-sponsored by the New Jersey Society for Clinical Social 
Work, which provides leadership and support to clinical social workers in all practice settings. The New 
Jersey Society for Clinical Social Work has given voice to clinical social workers dealing with the 

http://www.acapnj.org


healthcare industry. The organization provides outstanding continuing education programs and 
opportunities for collegial contact. www.njscsw.org

For Psychoanalysts: NJI is an approved entity to provide CE for New Jersey psychoanalysts. NJI is an 
ABAP accredited institution.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Conference Costs:

 Professionals: $100.00 

Current NJI candidates: $ 25.00  

Other Institutes candidates: (ID REQUIRED)  $40.00  

Cancellation policy: Cancellations made prior 72 hours (3 days) before the event will receive a full 
refund minus $25 administrative fee. Cancellations made less than 72 hours before the event will be given 
half of the registration fees. Refunds will not be given for same day cancellations.

There is no potential conflict of interest and/or commercial support for this Continuing 
Education Event.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Last day to register for this event is Monday 10/31/2022

For more information or registration please call 201-836-1065, visit us online www.njinstitute.com or via 
regular mail, 121 Cedar Lane, Suite 3-A, Teaneck, NJ 07666

Non-Discrimination Policy 

NJI does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, religious belief or creed.


