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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course develops the candidates’ ability to apply the primary psychoanalytic concepts to the 
patient. Case presentation and analysis are the basis for our class time. Students bring their cases 
to share with the class. If the students do not have clinical materials, the instructor will bring in 
representative clinical considerations for discussion.  
Students learn how the complexities of their family history, identity development, and social 
location impact their work as clinicians. The literature on central psychoanalytic concepts will be 
critically reviewed and updated with recent findings and evolving clinical practice models. 
Students are encouraged to give attention to the impact of race, class, and gender in working with 
diverse populations. 

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR: 

Willard Walden Christopher Ashley, Sr., MDiv, DMin, Rev, SCP, NCPsyA, CGP 

Willard Walden Christopher Ashley, Sr. is the President and CEO of Dr. Willard Ashley, Sr., 
LLC, Montclair, New Jersey. Under this umbrella, Ashley conducts psychoanalysis, webinars, 
counseling, consultation, coaching, and supervision. Reverend Ashley has served as a pastor for 
40 years at four congregations. Currently, Ashley is the founder and senior pastor of the 
Abundant Joy Community Church, Jersey City, New Jersey. He is a Board Member, Andover 
Newton Seminary at Yale Divinity School; Board Member/faculty of the New Jersey Institute 
for the Training of Psychoanalysis; Vice-Chair, Bergen County Human Relations Commission; 
Certified Group Psychotherapist; and a New Jersey State and Nationally Certified Psychoanalyst. 
Ashley has published numerous books and chapters. His latest book is New Rules for Radicals: 
TNT for Faith-Based Leaders, Judson Press, 2021. 

SMART OBJECTIVES: 

1. By the end of the class students will be able to formulate and apply theoretical concepts discussed in 
class to their clinical work.This will be accomplished through case presentations and a writing 
assignment. By the same token, students will be able to develop technically proficient clinical 
interventions with their patients based on the class readings, class discussions, and case examples. 

2. Students will critically demonstrate achieve basic competence in Freudian terminology and technique, 
as well as learn the concepts developed by multicultural psychoanalysts. How these ideas shaped and 
continue to influence contemporary practice and theory will be critically evaluated in each meeting. 

3. Students will be able to appraise and critically judge the basic elements of being a psychoanalyst, 
setting up a practice and considerations for self-care. 

4. Students will be able to formulate, analyze and consider how their racial identities, gender, and 
socialization impact their clinical practices. 

Target audience: Suitable for social workers, licensed professional counselors and other mental health 
professionals 
 


